MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY 

Genetics (BioL 215)*
Course Outline

Fall 2017
Lecture: MWF 9:00-9:50 a.m., Cyril Moore 210
Labs: Thursday (9:00 am- 11:50 am OR 1:00 pm-3:50 pm )  Swain 306
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*A prerequisite for this course is a passing grade in Biol 150 or other approved Cell Biology course.   See me immediately if you do not have this prerequisite.
Course instructor
Dr. Heidi Super
Office:  Moore 217 

Phone: 858-3079

e-mail:  heidi.super@minotstateu.edu
Course Website: http://msubiology.info/node/38
Office hours: M, W, F 10:00-11 a.m. or many other times by appointment.  

Text:  Concepts of Genetics (11th edition,2015) by Klug and Cummings, Spencer and Palladino: published by Pearson.  Older editions may work.  We use the book nearly every lecture.  Get it. 
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Course description

Biol. 215 is an introductory genetics course, focusing on concepts of heredity and variation and genetic mechanisms. The course emphasizes concepts of classical genetics and introduces key concepts of cell biology and molecular genetics.  Learning activities include hands-on experiments/observations, genetics problem solving, and reading/discussion of journal articles related to genetics. The course has significant writing expectations. 
Assessment 

4 -5 lecture-based exams will be administered as well as a comprehensive final.  
Final Exam:  Monday, December 11th  (8:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m)


See complete final exam schedule http://www.minotstateu.edu/records/exams.shtml.  Students will also be assessed on lab performance (reports and quizzes) and on other written assignments, including pop quizzes throughout the term.  
Point distribution—May vary some 

(Total points for semester will vary somewhat—~500 total points)
	4-5  exams 
	~50 points each (200 pts)
	~40% of grade

	pop quizzes/asssignments
	~20-40 points
	~10 % of grade

	Lab/writing points
	~150 points
	~30% of grade

	Final exam 
	~75-100 points
	~20% of grade


 Grading Scale

100-90%
A




89-80%
B




79-70%
C
69-60%
D

< 59%

F

Grade Calculation

**Your grade is calculated using a straight percentage. All points are combined and divided by the total number of possible points. Be sure to save and organize assignments so you do not have to ask anyone to “tell you where you are sitting, grade-wise”.  Point totals will be updated on the course website, linked to my faculty page. http://msubiology.info/node/38
Work must be handed in on time, except in emergency situations. Late work must be handed in in person, with a viable explanation.   Late work placed on my desk or slid under my office door will be returned ungraded and considered 0% of possible points.
Exams dates: (Sept. 11, Oct. 2 , Oct. 30 , Nov.29 , Final exam—December 11th)
EXAM POLICY—check the exam dates ASAP!
If you fail to take an exam at the designated time (due to illness, official MSU event or other emergency only) I will allow you to make arrangements to take it within 2 school days.    However, I require you to contact me personally (confirmed email, phone call or personal discussion) as soon as you know you will miss the exam. e.g.   Unless you are hospitalized, unconscious etc., you must notify me before the scheduled exam.  You will not be excused for non-emergency appointments (dentist, haircut, work schedule etc). 

ATTENDANCE POLICY/TEACHING PHILOSOPHY
I do not track or award points for attendance to lecture.  Regular attendance is simply expected. For most students success correlates with regular attendance. Exam material comes largely from lecture topics and is presented in a similar style. Students are responsible for all information disseminated at each lecture including changes to exam dates, assignments or due dates—whether or not they attend lecture. If changes in due dates change, I will update the website as quickly as possible, but I may not make changes that are communicated in class right away. If you have a specific reason for leaving early or often during a lecture, please inform me.  Likewise, if you have a reason for being late on a regular basis, please inform me. It will help me to understand why you are missing important material.  
Lab attendance IS MANDATORY and subject to the guidelines as the exam policy. ( Lab will meet briefly, Thursday, August 24th, 2017)
READ AND RE-READ (THEN READ ONE MORE TIME..AND THEN WRITE IT DOWN! ).   Success in the course requires effort far beyond attendance.  While there are many approaches to success, most students find following along in the text, re-writing of notes and careful attention to figures used in class, a useful guide for enhancing lecture material. Course material will accumulate quickly and will build on itself.  Stay on top of lecture material. **I have a simple form for organizing the course content for each lecture.  It is a very effective tool, should you choose to use it. You should expect 4-6 pop quizzes so mastering concepts in each lecture ASAP is a great idea!
Take responsibility for your success in this course.  Successful students communicate regularly with me about course content and talk to me personally when they are having difficulty in the class—and in general.  If my office hours are not convenient for you, please make regular appointments to ask questions. I will make time to meet with you as soon as I have free time. Nearly every year I have at least one student who meets with me for weekly Q and A sessions. In any case, do not hesitate to seek help and do so as early as possible in the semester.

Disability Information:

Students requiring accommodation for learning or testing are encouraged to communicate your needs with me and to utilize MSU’s disability services.  I am flexible with testing environments, regardless of documented disability. http://www.minotstateu.edu/disability_services/index.shtm
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cell phone policy—Put your phones away during lecture and lab.   If you are texting or browsing or tweeting or…, you are missing important information. Texting or cell phone use of any kind during exams will result in a zero for the exam, no questions asked.  Do not risk earning a zero on an exam.
Sexual Violence and Discrimination (Title IX) statement:

Minot State University has taken great strides to comply with Title IX guidelines for dealing with violence and sexual harassment on campuses. http://www.minotstateu.edu/title9/campus-policy.shtml
For more information see: http://www.minotstateu.edu/keepusafe/) 
Minot State University strives to create a campus community free from interpersonal abuse including sexual misconduct.  In working to achieve this intent, Minot State University commits to: Taking action to stop sexual misconduct; Taking action to remedy its effects by providing advocacy, support and appropriate referral services for recipients of the behavior;

Taking action to prevent recurrences; Educating individuals and promoting discussions on interpersonal abuse and violence; and Conducting impartial investigation of all reports/notices of sexual misconduct through fair, equitable and prompt procedures.  

Investigations will be independent of and separate from law enforcement investigations of criminal activity.

If you experience any form of violence or sexual harassment.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out or contact me or other confidential support options**, including but not limited to:

MSU Counseling Services

24-hour crisis counseling:  701-858-3371

In-person crisis counseling:  M-F, 8 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 

MSU Lutheran Ministry

Christoph Schmidt, Campus Pastor

701-509-6318

Domestic Violence Crisis Center

24-hour Crisis Line:  701-857-2200

24-hour Rape Crisis Line:  701-857-2500

**“In the event that you choose to write or speak about having survived sexualized violence, including rape, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking and specify that this violence occurred while you were an MSU student, federal and state education laws require that, as your instructor, I must notify the Title IX Coordinator.  He or she will contact you to let you know about accommodations and support services at MSU and possibilities for holding accountable the person who harmed you.
Course Schedule

(Subject to change, depending on pace etc.)

Week 1 

(Lab will meet briefly (less than 1 hour) Thursday, Aug. 24)
Aug. 23/25

Introductions/Policies/How to succeed




Chapter 1 Introductions/genetics overview



Week 2
Aug.  28/30

 Chapter 2 Mitosis/Meiosis

Sept. 1


Week 3
Sept. 4

Labor Day No class 

Sept. 6/8
 
Chapter 2 Mitosis/Meiosis


Week 4
Sept. 11 

Exam I


Sept. 13/15

Chapter 3-- Introduction to Mendelian genetics

 
Week 5
Sept. 18/20/22
More…Medelian genetics 
Week 6
Sept. 25/27/29





Wrapping up… Mendelian genetics


Week 7


Oct. 2


Exam II 
Oct 4/6

Chapter 4  Extensions of Mendelian genetics

Week 8
Oct. 9


Assessment Day No class
Oct. 11/13 

Chapter 4  Extensions of Mendelian genetics

(Midterm grades are submitted this week)
Week 9


Oct. 16/18/20
Chapter 4  Extensions of Mendelian genetics 

Week 10
Oct. 23/25/27
Chapter 9 Extrachromosomal Inheritance

Week 11
Oct. 30

Exam III
Nov. 1/3

Chapter 10  DNA Structure and analysis

Week 12
Nov, 6/8

Chapter 10  DNA Structure and analysis 
Nov. 10

No Class---Veterans Day
 commemorated
 
Week 13


Nov. 13/15/17
Chapter 11 DNA replication

Week 14 


Nov. 20/22

Chapter 13 Transcription 



No lab this week--- Thanksgiving Break
 

Nov. 24

No Class---Thanksgiving Break
 
Week 15
Nov. 27
Chapter 13 Transcription 
Nov. 29
Exam IV
Dec. 1
Chapter 14/ Translation


Week 16
Dec. 4/6/8 

Chapter 14/ Translation 
 

 



Chapter 15  Gene mutation
Final Exam:  Monday Dec. 11, 2017 (8:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m)


Be empowered by knowing your grade at any moment in the semester!!

*Grades are determined in the following manner.

 Points earned / total points possible= percentage

For example, if on March 1st you have earned 215 points out of 265 possible points your percentage at that time is (215/265) = 0.81 or 81% which puts you at a B letter grade at that moment in time.
That percentage can go up or down until the final exam is written, depending on your performance. 
**I will be updating the total possible point value on my faculty website so that you may determine your grade at any time.  I do not calculate grades until I have entered all the points for you at the end of the semester.  
Therefore:


1)  I will not know your grade from day to day. (

2)  You should keep your own running total of points earned to determine your grade.  (Create a binder/folder/box for graded work and make a point of checking your percentage once a week).


3) You will be empowered by knowing where you stand long before the end of the semester when you see your final grade.  
Detach and return to Dr. Super  in class by August 30 for 5 points

I have read the Genetics Syllabus and have paid careful attention to exam dates, the exam absence policy, the cell phone policy, and the grading policy.  I understand that I can and should know my grade throughout the semester.  
Name (print) ___________________________________________________

Signature_______________________________________________________
Date_____________
