Lab I

Post lab discussion

After making your observations of the plates that were inoculated in class, answer the following questions.  These questions will not be graded but should aid you in thinking beyond the lab exercise---- -as a budding microbiologist. 

Try to formulate some questions of your own concerning this lab and the observations you have made.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

What do your plates look like?   Describe any “growth” on them.

Now that you see something on the plates, can you call them microorganisms?  Why didn’t you see them when sampling?  Why can you see them now?

Do you have isolated colonies of growth?  Are they all the same shape, size, color? Describe them.

Were you surprised by any result?  i.e.  Was any area more “dirty” or “clean” than expected?

Would you detect all the microorganisms in a particular area by sampling and analyzing the way we did?   Why or why not?

Did you detect differences in the “disinfectants”?  (you should discuss with other lab groups)

What is the control in the cleaner experiment?  Why is it important?  What was the variable?

*****Describe how you would used the scientific method to describe your experiment with the cleaners.  Identify an observation leading to a hypothesis, the test or experiment, the outcome of the test, and the conclusions drawn from the observations.

(You must include this in your lab report.)

